
Ecobottle Assignment

9/30/05

1) Begin by making your daily observations. Use the format below. Write the answers in your science notebook. Your notebook is your record of everything that happens re: your ecobottles! Jeff will check your notebook in class. If you don’t have a notebook, see Kay.

Grade: 10 points/day. 20 points on Friday (more detailed, weekly observations)

Note: You must begin by writing observations re: your bottle, even if it is not complete!

Format: Write each of the following categories down in your science notebook every time you make an observation.

Date:

Time:

General impressions: This is the first section you complete. Writing should be qualitative and should include observations like: the bottle smells like ??, the water is the color of my favorite pajamas, there is a lot of condensation and we can’t see, we’re not completely sealed yet, etc. This is where you note any changes you’ve made to your bottle and record any observations about how the three habitats are interacting.

Terrestrial: This is the section where you make quantitative observations re: the terrestrial habitat. For example; there are 3 live crickets and one dead cricket, we added 2 ml of treated tap water, no bean sprouts are visible, etc.

Decomposition: This is the section where you make quantitative observations re: the decomposition habitat. There is a circle of mold approx. one centimeter in diameter on our apples, fruit flies have hatched and there are 6 now flying in the decomposition and terrestrial habitats, etc.

Aquatic: This is the section where you make quantitative observations re: your aquatic environment. For example, two guppies are living and one is dead, the water temperature is ??, etc.

Note: When you are done making your daily observations, please check with Jeff or Kay so you can proceed to the next step.

If you are not done building your ecobottle, this is the time for the group to complete that task. However, the webmaster should proceed to step 2 and work on the habitat description.

2)  If you have not completed your habitat description, please do so. The habitat description should include a drawing of your ecobottle, your procedure for constructing your ecobottle, and a drawing of the food web. If you are proud of the drawings we can scan them and make them part of your web page. This assignment has to be fully completed before proceeding to the next step.

3)  When everyone in the group has a completed habitat description, the webmaster should check out a computer from Jeff or Kay and begin to construct your website. You will need to learn to log in and set up the basic outline of your page. All members of the group must log in or the setup will not be complete. Specific instructions will be given in class.

Note: If you do not complete this assignment in class, it will become homework. The last day to get full credit for your habitat description will be Monday. 

Notes to Self:

Do I have a science (field) notebook?

Do I have homework?

Do I have anything I need to do for my group to complete this project?

