Name: __________________________

Introduction to Eco Bottles Project

This fall, as part of our collaboration with the U of A, we will be building “ecobottles.” The purpose of this exercise is to create simulated ecosystems that we can observe in an effort to learn about ecosystems in the real world.

This is a group project and some of the planning and work must be done outside of class.  The teachers will create groups of 2 or 3 students to work on this project. Who would you like to work with? (We make no promises but we’ll try to take your preferences into account.

Today’s assignment is to brainstorm the types of organisms you might want to include in your ecobottles, and to begin the process of researching those organisms. To begin, examine the drawing of “The Eco-column Assembly Guide.” For each section, brainstorm possible biotic and abiotic organisms and components you might want to include. 

Remember:

· Your goal is to create a stable ecosystem that can sustain itself for several months

· Biotic components must be purchased at a pet store or found outside

· Seeds should be fast growing

Work with the people at your table on this part of the project. Every student should list the following headings on a separate page in their Science journal: Terrestrial, Decomposition, and Aquatic.  Then make a list of possible components for each section of your ecobottle, as well as a list of sources you will need for this research (sources may include textbook chapters, websites, Tree of Life references, etc.)
